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67th JJ Giltinan Championship 2016

Race Dates

***   Race 1 will also be sailed for the George Calligeros Trophy

Races start at 1500 hours, with the exception of Races 1 and 6 (13 and 20 February),
which will start at 1600 hours.

SPECTATOR FERRY

The Australian 18 Footers League will charter a spectator ferry to follow the seven races of the 
championship

COST

Adults…………………………..$20
Children under 16 (accompanied by an adult)…………..Free

FOLLOW THE CHAMPIONSHIP

Live Streaming Video Coverage, Results, Race Reports, Point scores and Photographs

GO TO THE FOLLOWING LINKS

www.18footers.com

Friday    February 12, 2016   Invitation Race
Saturday   February 13, 2016   Race 1 ***
Sunday   February 14, 2016   Race 2
Tuesday   February 16, 2016   Race 3
Wednesday   February 17, 2016    Race 4
Thursday   February 18, 2016   Race 5
Saturday   February 20, 2016   Race 6
Sunday   February 21, 2016   Race 7



CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW
2016 JJ GILTINAN 18ft SKIFF CHAMPIONSHIP

After six consecutive JJ Giltinan 18ft Skiff Champion-
ship victories by Seve Jarvin and his Gotta Love It 7 
team (2010-2015, inclusive), Seve and his new team 
must be given a second-to-none chance of extending 
the record, but the 2016 Championship is likely to 
produce one of the closest contests in the events long 
history.

Seve Jarvin and his 2016 team of John Winning Jr. and 
Nick Catley will set the benchmark, under the guid-
ance of team manager Iain Murray, but racing during 
the first half of the 2015-2016 Season suggests that 
up to 8-10 teams have a realistic chance of taking the 
title away from Jarvin and Gotta Love It 7. From the local Australian fleet, the top three challeng-

ers appear to be Michael Coxon, David Witt and Lee 
Knapton.  Each has a very definite chance of becom-
ing the 2016 JJ Giltinan winner.



Michael Coxon, Trent Barnabas and Dave O’Connor 
won the recent NSW Championship in Thurlow Fisher 
Lawyers   David Witt, Tom Clout and Tom Anderson 
have won numerous races this season in Applianc-
esonline.com.au (Witt and Clout were also on Rag-
amuffin 100 which recently finished second behind 
Comanche in the Sydney-Hobart Race).

Lee Knapton and Ricky Bridge won the Australian 
16 Footer Championship just a few weeks ago and 
re-joining Mike McKensey on Smeg for this champi-
onship regatta.  The team leads the 2016 Australian 
18ft Skiff Championship series as we go to press.

Marcus Ashley-Jones (Asko Appliances) and Jack 
Macartney (Coopers 62-Rag & Famish Hotel) have 
been knocking on the door of victory for the past 
couple of years and this year they appear to be 
timing their run to the title with strong crew combina-
tions.



The New Zealand team continues to become stron-
ger under the management and guidance of Graham 
Catley.  This year there are at least two crews with 
a very real chance of becoming the first JJ Giltinan 
champions since Travelodge-New Zealand (Terry 
McDell) dominated the fleet to win in 1974.

David McDiarmid (Yamaha) and Alex Vallings 
(C-Tech), who recently won the Inter-dominion 12ft 
Skiff Championship, are the best performed and 
most experienced team in the Kiwi contingent for 
the 2016 title, but AON (Will Tiller) and Knight Frank 
(Riley Dean) have already shown that they are also 
capable to at least winning one of the seven races in 
the championship. 

There are many other teams who are competing 
which have strong chances to win at least one race 
during the championship based on performances 
in past JJ Giltinan, other international regattas or 
during the earlier half of this season.



THE BLUE RIBBON TO THE WINNER

It’s an Australian skiff tradition that the winner of the championship regatta has always been 
presented with a blue ribbon to acknowledge the team as the champion.

In keeping with this tradition, the Australian 18 Footers League in recent years has tried to 
honour the championship and the class history generally by having two notable presenters do 
the honours at the 2015 and 2016 JJ Giltinan Championships.

Andrew Buckland, who won five JJ Giltinan titles with Iain Murray and Color 7, then two more 
with Peter Sorensen and Tia Maria, presented 2015 winners Seve Jarvin, Sam Newton and 
Scott Babbage with the blue ribbon.

In 2016, John ‘Steamer’ Stanley, a champion team member with Dave Porter, John Winning, 
Denis Lehany and Rod Zemanek in the 1970s, and a great class historian, will do the honours 
after what should be a closely-fought championship.



AUSTRALIAN 18 FOOTERS LEAGUE

The Australian 18 Footers League was formed by a group of sailors in 1935 and was soon pro-active in spread-
ing the 18 Footer word when the first J.J. Giltinan (world) Championship was staged on Sydney Harbour in 1938.

The League has always been at the forefront of the sport’s worldwide promotion and development and the J.J. 
Giltinan Championship has always been the major vehicle during the 77 years since that first regatta in 1938.

Supported by the licensed clubhouse, with a 3000+ membership, the Australian 18 Footers League has spent 
more than $A12 million on the sport since it introduced the present hull design, which was introduced as a 
means of controlling costs and promoting international opportunity for emerging areas of 18 Footer Racing.

The ongoing success of the sport is in good hands as the club, located on Double Bay Wharf, with uninterrupted 
views of the bay and the harbour beyond, has experienced enormous growth over the past five years.

Through its management, the clubhouse is continually being updated and refined, in keeping with the image of 
the harbour side suburb of Double Bay.

Aiming to appeal to a broad demographic, the clubhouse is appealing to all ages.  The bar offers an open, 
friendly atmosphere alongside the comfortable lounge.  The introduction of a north facing verandah has been an 
amazing success and a popular spot for younger members and their guests.

The relaxed 70-seat dining room has a well-earned reputation, with an extensive menu catering to all tastes.  A 
noticeably younger crowd is beginning to utilize the facilities and functions of all types are a regular feature every 
week.



2015 REGATTA PHOTOS









Live Streaming
Watch all the action LIVE anywhere in the world

Pick-the-Podium

Why not join the fun of trying to
pick the top 3 finishers in each race.

For ALL the championship News & Photos

Go to:
www.18footers.com



List of Entries
1     Gotta Love It 7    Seve Jarvin, John Winning Jr., Nick Catley
2     Thurlow Fisher Lawyers   Michael Coxon, Trent Barnabas, Dave O’Connor
3     Smeg     Lee Knapton, Mike McKensey, Ricky Bridge
4     Yamaha     David McDiarmid, Matthew Steven, Bradley Collins
5     Appliancesonline.com.au  David Witt, Tom Anderson, Tom Clout
6     Coopers 62-Rag & Famish Hotel Jack Macartney, Peter Harris, Joel Castle
7     Compassmarkets.com   Keagan York, Matt Stenta, Angus Williams
8     C-Tech     Alex Vallings, Scott Barnes, Russell Wilson, (George Brassell)
9     Asko Appliances    Marcus Ashley-Jones, James Dorron, Fang Warren
10   Yandoo     John Winning, Andrew Hay, Jim Beck
11   AON     Will Tiller, David Hazard, Harry Thurston
12   Triple M     John Sweeny, Rob Bell, Paul Montague
13   Lumix     Jonathan Whitty, Aron Everett, Greg Dixon
14   Knight Frank    Riley Dean, Matt Coutts, John Little
15   Noakes Youth    Ash Rooklyn, Rhys Mara, Daniel Nixon
16   Peroni     Nick Daly, John Walton, Troy Botting
17   Maersk Line    Graham Catley, Carl Evans, Josh McCormack
18   De’Longhi    Simon Nearn, Grant Rollerson, Kieran Cowan
19   Noakesailing    Sean Langman, Peter Langman, Gerard Smith
20   The Kitchen Maker   Andrew Chapman, Ewan Duckworth, Peter Kendall
21   GBR 47 The Black Dog   Jarrod Simpson, Nick Murray, Sam Pascoe
22   Mojo Wine    James Ward, Phil Marshall, Rick Plain
23   LED (Low Energy Design)  Steve McLean, Owen Bowerman, Morgan Peach
24   Alcatel One Touch   Stephen Quigley, Thomas Quigley, Sam Ellis
25   Ilve     Oliver Hartas, Mark Muirhead, Iain Wood
26   Haier Appliances   Pedro Vozone, Tim Westwood, Lorenzo Cerretelli
27   The Rutland Chandlery   Tom Hill, Scott Bonner, Mark Kudlinski
28   ASCC     Murray England, Sam Trewethey
29   Fineline Ropes    Adrian France, Ellie Aldridge, Hamish McGill
30   Chameleon-I Recruitment Software Graham Bridle, Eddie Bridle, Ben Rushton

Pointscore System
The Low Point System (Appendix A, A4 of the Racing Rules of Sailing 2013-2016) will apply to the 
regatta.

A4.1   “Each boat starting and finishing and not thereafter retiring, being penalized or given redress 
shall be scored points as follows:   First = 1 point, Second = 2, Third = 3, Fourth = 4, Fifth = 5, Sixth 
= 6, Seventh = 7, Each place thereafter = Add 1 point.”

A4.2   “A boat that did not start, did not finish, retired or was disqualified shall be scored points for 
the finishing place one more than the number of boats entered in the series.”



Alcatel One Touch AON Appliancesonline.com.au

Asko Appliances C-Tech Compassmarkets.com

Coopers 62
Rag and Famish Hotel De’Longhi Gotta Love It 7

Haier Appliances Harken Ilve

2016



Knight Frank Lumix Maersk Line

Mojo Wines Noakes Youth Noakesailing

The Kitchen Maker Thurlow Fisher Lawyers

Triple M Yamaha Yandoo

Smeg

Competitors



Giltinan Courses 2016

NOTES:
All marks to STARBOARD unless otherwise noted.

YA marks are YNSW permanently fixed yellow spar marks.
LM marks are temporarily laid white inflatable marks with fluro band.

In Course 6/3 and Course 6/4, Mark 1 will be laid to windward of the start line.
(Distance and bearing will be displayed from the Committee Vessel)

Gate 2 will be laid approximately 50 metres to windward of the start line.

COURSE 1   –   NORTH-EAST
Start line in vicinity of Clarke Island
Beashel Buoy – YA
Shark Island – YA
Clarke Island – LM
Beashel Buoy – YA
Clarke Island – LM
Beashel Buoy – YA
Shark Island – YA
Finish line in vicinity of Clarke Island

COURSE 2   -   EAST
Start line in vicinity of Robertson Point
Rose Bay – LM
Clarke Island – LM
Kurraba Point – LM
Rose Bay – LM
Kurraba Point – LM
Rose Bay – LM
Finish line in vicinity of Clarke Island

COURSE 3   -   SOUTH-EAST
Start line in vicinity of Taylors Bay
Rose Bay – LM
Robertson Point – LM (PORT)
Clarke Island – LM (PORT)
Chowder Bay – LM
Rose Bay – LM
Taylors Bay – YA
Rose Bay – LM
Robertson Point – LM (PORT)
Finish in vicinity of Clarke Island

COURSE 4   -   SOUTH
Start line in vicinity of Athol Bay
Clarke Island – LM (PORT)
Obelisk Bay – YA
Shark Island – YA
Athol Bay East – LM (PORT)
Clarke Island – LM (PORT)
Obelisk Bay – YA
Shark Island – YA
Athol Bay East – LM (PORT)
Finish line in vicinity of Clarke Island

COURSE 5   -   WEST
Start line in vicinity of Rose Bay
Kurraba Point – LM (PORT)
Clarke Island – LM (PORT)
Rose Bay – LM (PORT)
Kurraba Point – LM (PORT)
Rose Bay – LM (PORT)
Kurraba Point – LM (PORT)
Finish line in vicinity of Clarke Island

COURSE 6/3   -   WINDWARD/LEEWARD
Start line
Mark 1 (PORT)
Gate 2
Mark 1 (PORT)
Gate 2
Mark 1 (PORT)
Finish line to port side of Committee Vessel

COURSE 6/4   -   WINDWARD/LEEWARD
Start line
Mark 1 (PORT)
Gate 2
Mark 1 (PORT)
Gate 2
Mark 1 (PORT)
Gate 2
Mark 1 (PORT)
Finish line to port side of Committee Vessel



EVOLUTION OF THE 18 FOOTER
The 18 Footer has in the last 125 years passed through 
so many phases of development that when yachtsmen 
talk about the 18s they sailed in their youth, every 
generation might as well be talking about a totally 
different class of boat.

From the fifteen man crews and outrageous sail 
areas at the turn of the century (1900), to the 
reduced beam hulls of the 1930s, the trapezes of 
the 1950s, the wings of the 1970s, the out-rig-
gers of the 1980s that made the boats wider 
than they were long, to baked carbon fibre 
hulls and design theories that belong more to 
the aerospace industry than the local yacht 

club, the 18 has led us a merry dance 
through the evolution of 

yacht design.

The 
sophisti-

cated, carbon and 
plastic, trapeze driven flying 

machines that we see racing now bear 
as much relationship to the original 18 Footers as 

a Harrier Jump-jet does to a Sopwith Camel.  One had to 
happen before the other, but the scale of the evolution is 
almost beyond comprehension.

The only common factor is length – 18 feet.  It is this 
parameter and the continuity of the racing that binds 
these seemingly disparate types into a whole, which 
in turn deeply bound into Australian folklore.

From its beginnings in the 1890s, the Sydney 
Flying Squadron settled into a well organised and 
well supported club controlling all 18 Footer rac-
ing on Port Jackson.  The formation of the NSW 
(now Australian) 18 Footers League in December 
1934 was a break away from the Squadron 
and split the Sydney 18 Footer scene into two 
ideologically opposed factions.  It was this 
division, and the incredible and acrimonious 
conflicts that followed, which accelerated 
many of the changes in the 18s.

(by Robin Elliott, ‘Galloping Ghosts’, published by David 
Ling Publishing Limited)



How it all Began
From the mid-1800s on Sydney Harbour, sailors, who had been crewing boats owned by wealthy citizens of 
Sydney, decided they needed a boat of their own.  One they could plan and build themselves in their spare time.  
Their plans were often sketched out on the bar of the local pub with fingers dipped in beer, and drawn on the 
floor in chalk.  Their boats were built at home and each was a community effort.

With few clubs in existence at the time, the only chance crews had to race competitively was at Regattas or in 
private matches for lucrative prizemoney.  They were a happy-go-lucky mob of sailors who loved their sport but 
there was little organisation and few rules or regulations.

Mark Foy, who had arrived from the state of Victoria to  start a business in Syd-
ney with his brother, had considerable money and leisure time to indulge in his 
hobby – sailing.

Foy’s business acumen was soon evident, and to his great disappointment, he 
learned that sailing attracted practically no public interest.  He quickly realised 
it was because yachtsmen did not cater for the public.  Much of the racing was 
out-of-sight, distinguishing differences between the competitors with only small 
numbers on the sails, a complicated handicap system to determine the race win-
ner, and no attempt to entertain spectators were the principal reasons.

He was determined to popularise yacht racing and discussed his ideas with a few close friends.  Their decision 
was a format which is still successful today and credits Mark Foy as ‘The Father of 18 Footer Racing’.

Racing must be exciting and faster
Boats must be more colourful and more easily identified than by a number
Wins should be decided on a first-past-the-post basis

The major problem was producing a faster racer, but Foy solved this with the first of the .18 Footers.  It was an 
open, centreboard boat with a very light hull, an 8ft beam and only 30inches amidships.  It carried a crew of 15 
(compared to the previous boats’ 25) and had a huge spread of sail which gave it a sensational aquaplaning 
speed downwind.

Foy catered for spectators by introducing the colourful emblems on the mainsails which are still the distinguish-
ing badges of the racing 18 Footer.  He was determined to “give the public what it wants”.  A triangular course 
was set and the direction (clockwise or anti-clockwise) of the race was determined to produce a spectacular 
downwind finish.

Clarke Island, which offered an excellent view of the entire race, was vital to the success of Foy’s plan on Aus-
tralia Day 1892.

He chartered every available ferry for the day and packed the 
natural Clarke Island ‘grandstand’ with paying spectators.  Bands 
played on Clarke Island, on the ferries and at ferry terminals.  He 
whipped enthusiasm to fever pitch.  High-pressure publicity paid 
big dividends and Clarke Island was packed to capacity.  Crowd-
ed, moored ferries provided additional accommodation, while ev-
ery jetty and vantage point from Mosman to Milson’s Point, Darling 
Point and The Rocks was thronged.

The crowd was without precedent in Australian yacht racing 
and most of the spectators knew little, if anything, about the sport.  The vast majority were there to thrill to the 
excitement Foy had promised.  The public got its money’s worth, the coloured emblems on the sails were an 
instant success and excitement ran high when the closely bunched fields turned downwind for the bow-to-bow 
run to the finish.

Foy had demonstrated that 18 Footer Racing was the most exciting participant and spectator sport ever seen 
on Sydney Harbour.  Those who attended and competed on that day became the forefathers of the enthusiasts, 
participants and spectators of today.



BIG BOAT ERA
18 Footers with a beam of 8ft, and more, were being built around the turn and were manned by crews of 10-15 
men.  These boats were of the dinghy type and carried mainsail, ballooner, ringtail, topsail, topsail head spinna-
ker and, at times, watersails.

The Perth Flying Squadron Challenge Cup was proposed as the first bona fide national championship and was 
sailed at Perth, Western Australia in 1907.  WA’s Aeolus won the regatta but the legendry Chris Webb took out 
the following three regattas (1908, 1909, 1910) in Australian.  Webb won an interstate event in 1912, then four 
Australian Championships after the first official regatta in 1912-1913 season.

Sydney, Brisbane and Perth were very active during the period from 1900 to 1930 but the west dropped out of 
the class in the early 1930s.

7ft BEAM SKIFF TYPE
In the early 1930s, the fleet began to drop in numbers when rising costs and the difficulty of maintain-
ing big crews made owners reluctant to replace old boats with new ones.  Radical experiments had 
begun with designers applying the principles of aerodynamics to boat building, and one 18 Footer 
(Scot) had attracted some interest because of its reduced beam of only 7ft.

A Queensland owner, Frederick Hart, was an advocate of the idea and he accepted the challenge to 
build his ‘miracle boat’.  In Brisbane, he worked out rough plans and specifications and placed them 
with veteran builder H.P. Whereats to finalise.  The result was Aberdare, which was slipped in 1932.

Aberdare was a no heel skiff type with a 7ft 
beam, and drew only 2ft amidships.  Her spread 
of sail was enormous.  She was Gunter rigged 
and off the wind gathered great speed with main-
sail, reaching jib, ringtail and peak head spinna-
ker.  The topsail was eliminated.  She carried a 
crew of only 7-9 men.

A young skipper, Vic Vaughan became Ab-
erdare’s skipper.  He placed the crew aft so 
much of the hull was clear of the water, and 
found that the boat went downwind like a rocket.  
It soon made all other Queensland 18s look like 
tubs as she whipped them by unprecedented 
margins in race after race.

Hart and Vaughan took the boat to Sydney for the 1932-1933 Australian Championship but the boat 
was not a good light wind performer and finished only third overall.    Hart altered her rig and before 
the next National series managed to get even more canvas onto her spars.  That did it, and even in 
light conditions she was beating the best by minutes.  Downwind, she was unbeatable.



In 1934 she astounded the Australian sailing world by working up to the incredible speed of 26 knots.  
Vaughan and Aberdare won the 1933-1934 Australian Championship and were successful in defend-
ing the title in the following three years.  When she retired, Aberdare had won 23 titles from 31 starts.

Aberdare’s 1934 victory was so convincing 
that an ever-increasing number of enthusiasts 
wanted to build these smaller beam boats.  
When the Sydney Flying Squadron refused 
to race the 7ft beam boats, a group of ‘reb-
els’ decided to form a new club, which they 
named the NSW 18 Footers League.

The new club’s first race was the first heat 
of the Australian Championship, in Febru-
ary 1935. Six new 7ft beam boats joined the 
fleet for the 1935-1936 season, and to show 
the popularity a further seven new craft were 
added to the register during the 1936-1937 
season.  By 1938-1939 season, there were 21 
boats racing with the League.  

During these ‘heady’ times, there were seven ferries following the race every Sunday.  The League’s 
President Horwitz summed up the period at the beginning of the 1938-1939 Season:  “There is no 

doubt the success of the new 18 Footer and its appeal to 
Australian sports lovers.  Two seasons ago we felt proud 
of being able to record 150,000 patrons for the season.  
Last season we were just under the 200,000 mark”.

6ft BEAM BOATS
After the WW2 years, there was a move in Queensland to build smaller beam boats with smaller sails and a 
reduced number of crewmen.  It was understandable as their 7ft beam boat numbers were dropping and new 
boats were not being built.  Once again, increased costs were a significant factor in the reluctance of young peo-
ple to build the 7ft beam boats.

This time it was the NSW 18 Footers League which refused to race the new 6ft beam boats.  League boat own-
ers said they had too much invested in their 7ft beam boats and continued to refuse the 6ft beam boats to race 
at the League until 1951.



One interesting design came, and won, at Auckland in 1950.  Jack Logan had found some 50 year old plans of 
his father.  He chopped off the bow and gave it a transom.  The public called the boat a ‘skimmer’.  He rigged 
her with the very latest Bermudan rig and christened her Komutu, the Maori word for surprise.  The most unusual 
looking boat demolished the local fleet and when the Australians went to Auckland in 1950 they fared no better.

New Zealand’s Peter Mander provided the class with its next stage of evolution with his ‘gadget boat’ Intrigue.  
He contested only two Giltinan Championship regattas (1952 at Suva and 1954 at Auckland) and won both.  At 
Suva he introduced trapeze to the 18s for the first time.  At Auckland the NZ team he led featured new cold 
moulded hulls with two and three skins of diagonally laid planking, and carried three crew on the trapeze wire.  
Intrigue also had a rotating mast and roller-reefing.

During the 1950s the Australians built similar craft for local racing. Aluminium alloy spars replaced wood and 
synthetic fibres replaced natural fibre ropes and sails.  Almost everything else was streamlined with emphasis on 
extreme lightness and strength.

Komutu Myra Too

Intrigue

Jenny VI



The one notable exception was Dennis Lehany’s Kaiser Bill, designed by Peter Nelson, of Auckland, which won 
the 1967-1968 Australian Championship.  Kaiser Bill was a hard-chine boat which featured a stem-head rig and 
was a big break with tradition.

Around the turn of the decade two more New Zealand designers became prominent.  John Chapple designed 
Aussie for Australia’s Dave Porter then Bruce Farr became the dominant class designer with his hulls being used 
by both New Zealand and Australian skippers.

Kaiser Bill Aussie

Bruce FarrDave Porter

The next significant change came with the controversial Taipan type in 1960.  Designed by Bob Miller (later 
known as Ben Lexcen) and Norman Wright Jr., Taipan was a very light, hard-chine plywood boat with only a 
3-man crew and was very much inspired by the Flying Dutchman.  Miller described her as a ‘supercharged FD’.
There was little change in hull design over the next 10-11 years with most hulls being round bilge moulded craft 
and four man crews.  The most prolific designers of the time were Len Heffernan, Ken Beashel and Hugh Cooke, 
whose boats were responsible for most of the major championship victories.

Taipan Venom



Aussie was a cedar veneer hull.  The bare hull, including decks and buoyancy tanks, weighed 170lbs.  Although 
Aussie won two races at the 1971 regatta in Auckland, unfavourable conditions resulted in two DNFs (once you 
capsized in those days your race was declared a DNF).
The first Farr designed boat was Guinness Lady in 1969 but it was Don Lidgard’s Smirnoff on the Brisbane River 
in 1972 which really started the ball rolling in all areas where the 18s were being sailed.  California’s Roger Welsh 
was so impressed he commissioned Farr to put a complete boat together and had it shipped to the US.

Farr designs went on to win three more JJ Giltinan Championships in 1973, 1974 and 1975 before a new design-
er, the Kulmar family, won the 1976 JJ Giltinan Championship with Miles Furniture.  This was a unique perfor-
mance as brothers Stephen Kulmar and Paul Kulmar, along with their brother-in-law Paul Ziems, formed the 
winning crew at the Sydney Harbour regatta.

The following year saw the beginning of an era which radically changed the direction of 18 Footers from what 
had been the norm up to that time.

New Zealand’s Russell Bowler had already experimented with designs during the early 1970s before producing 
his Benson & Hedges skiff in 1977.  This was a revolutionary foam-sandwich boat which was reportedly one-
third lighter than other 18s.  She was a light weather flyer but when unfavourable conditions were experienced at 
the JJ Giltinan regatta the team didn’t quite live up to the Kiwis expectations.  Despite this, the concept thor-
oughly impressed the leading Australian skippers and similar boats were built for the 1977-1978 season.  They 
were so successful that no more timber boats were built in Australia.

Stephen KulmarSmirnoff

1977 JJ Giltinan champion Iain Murray produced a brand new design for his Color 7 skiff and furthered develop-
ment by also introducing a hull constructed from honeycomb paper sandwiched between layers of Kevlar cloth. 
This method further reduced hull weight without affecting its overall strength.  Later Murray took it a step further 
and replaced Kevlar with Carbon Fibre skins over honeycomb paper.

Coming almost on top of the construction development was the introduction of the ‘wings’.  John Winning had 
added about eight inches to each side of his Pacific Harbour Fiji hull to maximise crew leverage.  Western Aus-
tralia’s Richard Court took the concept to another level when he introduced a sliding frame on Court Yachts.

Iain Murray Pacific Harbour Fiji Court Yachts



The success was inevitable and all Australian crews introduced a variety of ‘frames’ to their boats.  With no rule 
in place to limit an overall width, skippers were continually adding more extensions almost every week until the 
boats became wider than they were long.

Julian Bethwaite introduced a 2-handed skiff and won one race in the JJ Giltinan Championship before class 
officials decided to prohibit any boat racing with less than three crewmembers.  Bethwaite later created a new 
design which was a breakthrough and swept all before it in the early 1990s. His fixed pole on the bow was still 
permitted and remains the norm today.

Prime Computer

Trevor Barnabas, Rob Brown, Peter Sorensen

Tia Maria



As numbers began to plummet in the early 1990s and costs had reached the necessity to secure annual spon-
sorships of $100,000, plus, it was obvious that something drastic had to be done or the class was going to be 
extinct, as we know it, within a decade.

The Australian 18 Footers League administrators saw the writing on the wall and made a decision which was 
controversial as it went against the previous 18 Footer concept of hull design.

Spiralling costs far outweighed the level to which the individual was able to compete and the strength of number 
and quality of competitors dwindled.  It was a similar situation to what had occurred in the 1930s, 1940s and 
later in the 1960s when boat and crews numbers dwindled and ‘forced’ the evolution which saw the resurrection 
of the class in the 1970s.

Winfield Racing

GE-US Challenge

RMW Marine

Euan Mc Nicol



For the first time since he began competing at the JJ Giltinan 18ft Skiff Championship in 
1996, the legendary U.S. champion Howie Hamlin will be missing at this year’s regatta.

Howie has won two JJ Giltinan titles (2002 and 2003) 
and numerous U.S., European and other international 18 
Footer championships, and won Race 6 of the 2015 JJ 
Giltinan Championship, but cannot make it to Australia 
this year.

Howie is awaiting an imminent heart valve replacement 
procedure and has decided to 
stay home.  In true Howie style, 
however, he says “I should be 
able to go to Lake Garda in 
June”.

There is no doubt, Howie’s 
presence will be missed by all 
competitors and spectators 
who have become friends with 
the American champion

HOWIE HAMLIN MISSING AT THE 2016 JJ GILTINAN CHAMPIONSHIP

For the first time in almost 100 years, hull design for boats racing with ‘the League’ would be restricted to the 
Iain Murray-design approved by the club.  The club would also permit only one boat builder to build all the boats 
from a club-owned mould and only boats owned by the club would be allowed to compete.

Gotta Love It 7Spectator Ferry

The Club’s decision, plus financial support of more than 10-million dollars, has been proven a success.  It finally 
allowed more competitors from more countries to compete on a level playing field.  UK and USA have each won 
two JJ Giltian Championships under the present rules and the New Zealand resurgence has another win likely in 
the very near future – maybe even 2016.



Past Winners

1938 Taree   Bert Swinbourne
1939 Manu   Gordon Chamberlin
1948 Crows Nest  Bill Hayward
1949 Marjorie Too  Tony Russell
1950 Komutu  Jack Logan
1951 Myra Too  Bill Barnett
1952 Intrigue  Peter Mander
1954 Intrigue  Peter Mander
1956 Jenny VI  Norm Wright
1958 Jantzen Girl  Len Heffernan
1960 Surprise  Bern Skinner
1961 Venom   Ben Lexcen
1963 Schemer  Ken Beashel
1964 Toogara  Cliff Monkhouse
1965 Travelodge  Bob Holmes
1966 Travelodge  Bob Holmes
1967 Assoc Motor Club Don Barnett
1968 Daily Telegraph Ken Beashel
1969 Travelodge  Bob Holmes
1970 Thomas Cameron Hugh Treharne
1971 Travelodge  Bob Holmes
1972 Smirnoff  Don Lidgard
1973 Travelodge  Bob Holmes
1974 Travelodge NZ  Terry Mc Dell
1975 KB   Dave Porter
1976 Miles Furniture Stephen Kulmar
1977 Color 7   Iain Murray
1978 Color 7   Iain Murray
1979 Color 7   Iain Murray
1980 Color 7   Iain Murray
1981 Color 7   Iain Murray
1982 Color 7   Iain Murray
1983 Tia Maria  Peter Sorensen
1984 Tia Maria  Peter Sorensen
1985 Bradmill  Robert Brown
1986 Entrad   Robert Brown
1987 Chesty Bond  Trevor Barnabas
1988 **Chesty Bond Trevor Barnabas
 **Southern Cross Robert Brown
1989 Prudential  Michael Walsh
1990 Bank of New Zealand Scott Ramsden

1991 AAMI   Julian Bethwaite
1992 AAMI   Julian Bethwaite
1993 Winfield Racing Michael Spies
1994 Nokia   Neil Cashman
1995 Winfield Racing Michael Spies
1996 AEI-Pace Express Stephen Quigley
1997 Omega Smeg-2UE Trevor Barnabas
1997 Smeg   Trevor Barnabas
1998 Omega Smeg-2UE Trevor Barnabas
1999 Rockport  Tim Robinson
2000 AMP Centrepoint John Winning
2001 Rag & Famish Hotel John Harris
2002 GE-US Challenge Howie Hamlin
2003 GE-US Challenge Howie Hamlin
2004 RMW Marine  Rob Greenhalgh
2005 Club Marine  Euan Mc Nicol
2006 Casio Seapathfinder Michael Coxon
2007 Fiat   Michael Coxon
2008 Gotta Love It 7 Seve Jarvin
2009 Southern Cross Euan Mc Nicol
2010 Gotta Love It 7 Seve Jarvin
2011 Gotta Love It 7 Seve Jarvin
2012 Gotta Love It 7 Seve Jarvin
2013 Gotta Love It 7 Seve Jarvin
2014 Gotta Love it 7 Seve Jarvin
2015 Gotta Love it 7 Seve Jarvin
**    Denotes Joint Champions 



Create your dream 
kitchen today!

Brookvale
10-18 Orchard Rd  
(02) 9938 4733

NSW QLD WA
Crows Nest
113 Alexander St  
(02) 9438 2611

Narellan
Unit 6-7, 8 Maxwell Pl 
(02) 4636 9100

Newcastle
61 Darby St 
(02) 4926 3636

Northmead
6 Boundary Rd  
(02) 9630 0588

Redfern
18 Danks St  
(02) 9694 0000

Taren Point
12/120 Taren Point Rd 
(02) 9589 5000

Fortitude Valley
209 Brunswick St  
(07) 3852 0000

O’Connor
U1, 2 Stockdale Rd 
(08) 6332 0000

Osborne Park 
U3, 22 King Edward Rd 
(08) 9205 3000

Joondalup
Shop T3, 1 Sundew Rise
(08) 9406 4300

Indooroopilly
U1, 272 Moggill Rd 
(07) 3878 5000

winningappliances.com.au

Visit your nearest showroom  
to start your renovation


